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An OLD 'TRADESMAN., 


—— — “ Nothing extenuate, 
« Nor ſet down aught in Malice,” 
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Gentlemen and Fellow Citizens, 


HE ſtrenuous electioneering Exertions of the Friends 
of Miniſtry throughout the Kingdom, and of his 
Grace the Duke of R in particular at Chicheſter, 
juſtify the Preſumption, that the Diſſolution of the pre- 
ſent Parliament is not very diſtant. Impreſſed with this 
Idea, permit me to offer the few following Pages to your 
Conſideration. Independent (thro* Induſtry) in my 
Circumſtances, unconnected with Party, and unbiaſſed 
by Prejudice, I truſt Impartiality will be found the 
leading Principle of my Examination into Facts, and 
Candour that of my Concluſions. 


The Duke of R-— (like every other great Man) 
wiſhes to carry as much parliamentary Weight to the 
political Party he is attach'd to, as he poſſibly can, His 
Motives are obvious. If to Miniſtry, that he may have 
Conſequence enough to procure and maintain Poſts, 
Places, and Emoluments for himſelf, his Family, and 
his Adherents: If to Oppoſition, that he may ſtrengthen 
that Party, by whoſe Exertions he hopes to remove 
all Obſtacles to his future ambitious Views, With 
this Principle, his Grace finding his County Intereſt 
nearly extinguiſh'd, ſtrains every Sinew, and. redoubles 


every 


(6') 
every Effort at Chicheſter; being reſolved to exclude 
Mr. Tuomas from his Seat in Parliament, and to return, 
or cauſe to be return'd (I ſhould rather ſay) Two 
Members of his own, viz. Mr. Lennox his Nephew, 
and our preſent Member Mr. STzz.z. Regardleſs of 
the Peace and Comfort of the Inhabitants of the City, 
heedleſs of the Jealouſies, Diſſenſions, and Animoſities 
which ſuch Conduct creates, his only Object is the 
Completion of this his grand and favorite Plan.“ 


Let us firſt conſider the Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs of 


the Duke of R s Pretenſions to nominate Two 


Members for the City of Chicheſter: And we will next 
examine the Merits of the different Candidates. 


To begin then. with his Grace. Let us view him as a 
public Patron. Where are the Monuments of his Libe- 
rality and Munificence? No where to be found. Except 
indeed the Stone Figure. in the Fiſh-Market be deem'd 
a civic Embelliſhment to Chickeſter, which would be 
thought a Diſgrace to Billinſgate.“ As a private 
Man, do his . extenſive Donations entitle him to the 
Prayers and Thankſgivings of the Neceſſitous? Or _ 


The late Duke of R the Father of his Grace, uſed fre- 


quently to declare, that ** he thought himſelf ſufficiently honor'd * 


with the Compliment of being permitted to nominate 0% 
«© Member for Chicheſter,” | 


* N:Q.T-E-..OF-..--T-H-E.--R.D-1-T--Q-R-S, 


The Author muſt have,gain'd little Information, or muſt have 
wilfully forgot the Two very beautiful whole-length Portraits, 
with which his Grace's Bounty and Tate have decorated the New 
Aſſembly Room. 


SEE 

te been known to heal the Widows Sorrow, or dry the 
Orphans Tear by one charitable Deed, or the proper 
Application of thoſe Means, which both the Brilliancy 
of his Station, and the Magnitude of his Fortune have 
amply endow'd him with? 1 do not aver that his Grace 
has never done a generous Act; I only lament it has 
been ſo private, that the Breath of Rumour has not even 
whiſper*d-it. It is true he ſubſcribes annually the enor- 
mous Sum of Two Pounds and Two Shillings towards 
the Public Diſpenſary: an Inſtitution worthy of the 
moſt liberal Support, eſtabliſh'd to aſſuage the Sufferings 
of ourFellow-Creatures, to relieve the indigent Sick in the 
City and Environs of Chicheſter. One Act of Bene- 
volence worthy to be recorded (J beg his Grace's 
Pardon). had almoſt efcaped my Memory, viz. The 
beſtowing on the Poor, during a very ſevere Winter, 
the worn-out Blankets of the Suſſex Militia, But will 
rot further inveſtigate his Grace's Humanity; it may 
lad to ſuch inevitable Concluſions as my Declaration 
of Impartiality makes me with to avoid. I muſt confeſs, 
however, that whatever his Grace's Conduct may- have 
been in many Reſpects, his Regard for the Welfare of 
the Corporation, at leaſt, is unequivocal, He convince 
them that it was their Intereſt to erect a Crane at Dell. 
key at their Expence, when he had a large Cargo of 
Portland Stone to land for his own Uſe, and another of 
Timber to export. So juſt and plauſible were his Ar- 
| guments, that the Corporation did not heſitate, and the 
Crane was erected as his Grace deſired. 


Let 
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Let us now turn to the Favors which his Grace has 
conferr'd on Individuals, They are great and manifold 
indeed, No Father can lament the Abſence of his Chil. 
dren from their Studies, or Employments, to waſte their 
Time in ſuch idle Purſuits, as the Sports of the Field; 
for if Qualiſied - they immediately receive Threats and 
Notices without End; if Unqualified—Proſecutions 
without Number. And ſuch is his Grace's Attention ta 
the Health of my Fellow-Citizens, that not One of us is 
allow'd to touch Hare, Partridge, or Pheaſant, except 
three or four particular Friends, whoſe Digeſtions are 
known to be extraordinarily good. If I have miſtated 
one ſingle Fact in this, the general, Tenor of his Grace's 
Conduct towards the Gentry of Chicheſter, I call upon 
his moſt ſanguine Friends to contradict me. But if theſe 
Facts are admitted, or not diſproved, what other Con- 
cluſion can I draw, but that he has no Pretenſion 
whatever to their Support. We next come to the Tradeſ. 
men and Shop-keepers. Let us examine what Claims 
the Duke of R has on them. Are the Sums which 
he annually expends amongſt them, confiderable enough, 
to entitle him to expect that they ſhould vote for the 
Two Members of his Choice? I anſwer NO! Few 


indeed are the Shops which partake of that ſmall Portion. 


of his ample Fortune which he allots to the City of 
Chicheſter, Workmen of almoſt every Denomination 
are conſtantly kept in Employ at Goodwood, to work 


up 
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up Materials of all Sorts which he imports himſelf.“ 
And if Report be true, the few Tradeſmen who can 
boaſt of his Grace's Cuſtom, have not much Reaſon to 
rejoice, as Punctuality, in the Diſcharge of his Bills, is 
by no means his diſtinguiſhing Principle. Laſtly, let 
me aſk, what Compliment is due to him frem the lower 
Claſs of Voters; I dare pronounce, NONE. He and his 
Partizans have ſtamp'd them with the meaneſt of Epi- 
thets, and on every Occafion treated them as People 
whoſe Situation was ſo abject, as to exclude them the Pri- 
viledge of a FREE CHOICE, or even the Shadow of a 
Claim to the BIRTHRIGHTS of ENGLISHMEN. 


When we cooly reflect on the foregoing State of Facts, 
we canot but deem his Grace's Pretenſions an Inſult, and 
his Exertions Cruelty and Oppreſſion. 


We will now turn to the Three Candidates, and fairly 


inveſtigate their Characters. 


Of Mr. LENNO little can be ſaid, becauſe little is 
known. He is young, and without any Knowledge or 
Experience; but is reputed an Honeſt Fellow, good- 
natur'd, and open hearted. I will grant then, (to prove 
that I have no Animoſity againſt his Grace) that if any 
Compliment ſhould be paid to him, it may as well be 

| done 


*The Author alludes to Glaſs, Paint, Iron, and in ſhort every 
other Article; and begs to refer his Readers to his Grace's New 
Dog Kennel, the Inſpection of which, will yoo#s what he here 


Mr. Ropins, the 


aſſerts, no doubt much to the Satisfaction 
and many others, 
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done in the Perſon of his Nephew, and Mr. Ltxxox he 
deem'd a proper Repreſentative for Chicheſter, 


Our next Candidate is Mr. STEELE. Tho' I voted 
for him at the Two laſt Elections, I muſt now contend 
that he is every Way unfit to be again our Repreſen. 
tative. I would not preſume to make this bold Afi. 
tion, if I had not good and ſolid Grounds to' ſupport it, 
Mr. Srl came firſt into Parliament under the Sanc. 
tion and Patronage of the Duke of R . Neither his 
Station, his Fortune, or his Abilities entitled him to 
expect the Honor that Patronage procured him, At his 
ſecond Election he became more bold, and ſeem'd to 
claim a certain Degree of perſonal, independent Intereſt, 
no doubt from the comparative Situation of his Col. 
league. The Event of the Election ſhould have con- 
vinced him of his Error, for, at the Cloſe of the Poll, he 
had fewer Votes than Mr. TwomAs, notwithſtanding the 
Exertions of his Patron, and the ſacred Manner in which 
he pledged himſelf to the Citizens of Chicheſter, © THAI 
5 ON EVERY OCCASION HE WOULD IMPLICITLY OBEY 
*© THE INSTRUCTIONS OF HIS CONSTITUENTS.” How 
far he has kept that Promiſe, every Inhabitant of Chi- 
cheſter knows as well as myſelf. Not long after he was 
return'd a ſecond Time to Parliament, he was poſitively 
directed by thoſe Conſtituents, whoſe Inſtructions he had 
ſolemnly engaged ſhould rule his political Conduct, to 
oppoſe the Shop Tax. How did he act on the Occaſion? 
In open Contempt of their Intereſts, in direct Oppoſition 
o 
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to their Inſtruftions, and in poſitive Violation of his 
Promiſe, he ſupported the Meaſure he was directed to 
oppoſe; and that his Conſtituents might have no Douhts 
on the Subject, he has uniformly continued ſo to do four 
ſucceſſive Seſſions that the Queſtion has been agitated. 
Hence it 1s evident, that Mr. STEELE, being dependent 


on the Miniſter, is an improper Perſon to be intruſted 


with your RIGHTS and LIBERTIES, for, whenever 


the Miniſter's Views claſh with your Intereſts, he muſt ſa- 


crifice his Conſtituents to maintain his Place: Nor docs 
he heſitate a Moment, for your Inſtructions were away 
thrown into the Fire, and the Miniſter's Will was obey'd. 
Mr. PiTT may, perhaps, before the Diſſolution of Par- 
lament, make a Virtue of Neceſſity, and conſent to re- 
peal that odious Tax: Mr. STEELE will no doubt follow 
the Example, and in that Caſe, at the next Election, 
may venture to aſſume ſome Credit for ſo doing. But the 
Voters of Chicheſter muſt feel too much Indignation at 
his Conduct, not to reſent it. He had better, then, take 
a Hint from an old Citizen, and if he mt be in Parlia- 
ment, perſuade Mr. Pirr to give him a Treaſury Bo- 
rough, reſtoring Chichefter to Veace and Tranquility, 
and leaving it to be repreſented (as it ever ſhould) by 
Gentlemen who are perfectly Independent both in 

Principle and Fortune. 


Of the Third Candidate, Mr. Tromas, I have little to 
fy, His Conduct will ſpeak for itſelf. In private Life 


he is ſincere, friendly, generous, and charitable, Nor is 
his 


1 


his Benevolence confin'd to Party, but extends wherce 
the Hand of Affluence can heal the Wounds of Poverty 
or Affliction. 


His publick Conduct as Repreſentative for Chicheſter 
_ claims our wartneſt Acknowledgments. Heedleſs of his 
own, or his Family's Intereſt, diveſted of all privat: 
Views, he has ſtedfaſtly fulfilled every Engagment t, 
which he pledged himſelf, when he was by you return 
to Parliament. Your Intereſts alone have directed his po. 
litical Conduct; and tho? he has ſupported the Admi. 
 niſtration' of Mr. Pirr, in all Meaſures which coul 
Pom contribute to the publick Good, he nobly re. 
ſilted andSoted againtt the Shop Tax, and the Fortif. 
cation BM convinced no Doubt of the Partiality and 
: Opprafliorto of the One, and of the pernicious Tendeney 
of the other, which muſt inevitably have loaded you wy) 
additional Taxes,” ruined the Navy, and ultimate) 
annihilated the Trade of Great Britain. 


After this ſhort and faithful Expoſition of Facts, 

which I beg to recommend to the ſerious Conſideration 
of my Fellow- Citizens, I take my Leave of you in the 
full Hope and Perſuaſion that « Virtue: will meet it 
„due Reward.” 


Aa. Old Tradeſman 


Chickeſter, March 17 789. 


